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Telling a
Better Story

How to Talk About God in
a Skeptical Age

Joshua D. Chatraw
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Christianity sustains better meaning, which leads to a better life with more satisfaction.
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We find self-worth in altruistic love, which amounts to the highest meaning of life.
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The major questions of life demand answers that infiltrate all aspects of life, including origin, purpose, meaning, morality and ultimate

destiny.
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Charles Taylor identifies this characteristic as “expressive individualism,” i.e., each individual expresses feelings and desires in order to

find the meaning of existence.
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Emotivism is not a new phenomenon. Nevertheless, it has been popular since the 20th century.
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Since there is no external standard to measure beliefs and behaviors, this world has become volatile, unstable, and self-defeating.
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Christians endeavor not only in responding to the current culture, but also in providing visions for future.
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In the article “Christianity and Chinese People,” Duxiu Chen had a breakthrough in his understanding of Christianity, i.e., the concept of

salvation.
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of new ideas, higher version of morality, or stronger passion.

When admiration of Christianity was driven by pragmatic motive, its attractiveness will dwindle away at the emergence

AR HE T TR RN D ERAY (EE S #pE) ~ WER
(%070 ~ 4885 ~ 32 ) BB - BIEETBEAEERN
RE 7 R B R T B T BRI i
BIAHIRTT

FRER - BEF EE - ARARATEE MR A
B~ BRGEME ? e (EEAE) FIIH T 26 BAE
3 B ERER AR EE A =R 0 (D) ERAvEE
Rt > (2) ERRITANGH » (3) FFERIFEZ R -

fl B EE H G 1 T B A ERSR LA IREF » 15
HTZEI NS Z BT s TE TEATERY - BUEST
PEBUE SURFI A Z B - MR ETE " HE e
A RS AR+ REC T ERERAN R R KB T R
R E N AGE LTI 7

CROCRE — BRI U P B ATERE ERX
F—EE > RIRET SR IIBEMM S L Bl
BT RERBAE R ML o HEMTP =M » it
(R +FE - £2EN "% EXEROIIEH
JRSRANEAE » AT DU A 3 R AL B SR AL T o
OROE” A

ISR TSR

AT » BB (DRI B FRERI 5
T E R o R T B
# o HFEEESEA R o B E
B BRI RN T RS
ER A2 — -

BEABHE BT O | —
PR R (I SR 5 515 T IR 2
CEEHEPE ) RETENE - WHER T
KA + Bl i A SR BRI 8
@ -

WAL A (AR » KA LU 58 -
W EX L TET

BB RAE RIS AR T 3L
PR ~ BB T HER E B ECS B o B
B BEEREE ROREBLL  RIFEE
AE » TR

224 ||

BB RELREE"  "RRAIRT - "Ha
BLE” BIHSCGEBNET - HEIRIIERGHE
RS R E R ~ IR IREM - — 4 B
AN E B R o (B R AR &
EFEE - MR TEN T HAS R E AL o B
B HE2MEGIR - AlR KOS A IR "EE
WIE" TIHEAEMARE & » o7 & H AR B
P o MR d% th R R B Ak RE B BRIV S AN & - O 95
PR

19194F » PO T DUSEEH i A IR S 0 fie = —
Y SRR R R NS H AR R AR Y B BEE)
DR B B R R SRR o IR “ANIESL 0 B
B | A EHEACE PR KA ~ RS
B EAL - 19074 » BBEREFH (1859-1907) &
OHFEEH - LUEE S T - s RS E - 2
MR » ML TR - =2 ILREE TR 2 NG
oo LTI EREN H ANRE - BEEERE
(B2 IR B LA E B AR 1E © 5 1 SRS
FEPEN T EEHEEMEE -

2. N BB RBE

BEFITEETFEANE "EREEREME D
F o BsREme ~ ERIAFEZIE ~ IFER
BRERZET A" » AFEERENEFER "'
TERM M - AT EEERES ~ B ~ 1578
JUHRRGEE o 7 BEBFUE 55 B BE A A0 F o0t 58 A 2R
E o AR R  REEFRIT A A
e—RE o B @R AR R BB R E R o 7T
7& o A SCRARE OB “HEEEREERT -

7 (EEHESE) TR T » BEFZ
HE -~ AR EARBUR EEAE N BRIE T HIH Y
B o M ZI B Fog FERER R 43 FA 2K o HREREF 55 A\
B> UL BEHAEEHEER AN PR REE
HE g E B LA R -

IRT » HHEEHRERUEH AR » —
HEMEREHR » EHEZEAME ~ BRI
1B » HEH R R EWE N - FIK > BET
ANATER T B FEFE » IO HEEH > B AE
T~ BRI o (BRI F R E R E AT EAE
RS o

COICGEE) R ? ) —30 0 I T (HEE
HEFE ) g EERERRE AN A
FIRFH A UM EFRE  HEETE) - REER “F
TR WAL EARE s SIS E AR g RIS
ME » BEM ~ Z 48R HL A I8 58 E o

8. 48202147 A Vol. 21 No.3 4280

13




14

HR N T 2 RO

> R SCAE R B RO AP B AR BT o 082 I SRS T T LAMEEERY Al o

Chinese people need salvation, whereas Chinese culture needs to be reformed by those who are redeemed. This is the irresistible mission of

Chinese Christian elites.
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Rather than solving the problem of individual loneliness, Confucian ethics only covers it up. This is the root cause that accounts for the

solitude of Chinese people in the past thousand years.
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Adam was created alone, but not lonesome, for he was then not yet separated from God. His soul did not feel thirsty, void, or restless.
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The American education could have been delayed for a century should there be no churches to provide teachers, or Bible as the only

textbook.
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The newly founded universities were all launched by various Christian denominations and entrepreneurs.
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In a secularized world like today, how to enhance the meaning of American higher education by integrating Christian elements? This is a

big challenge.
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The “Reason” that helps actualize the good life is not alienated from “Tradition”.
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This bronze sacred tree testified that the Chinese ancestors emigrated from Mesopotamia.

UN:OE-SPS I

AT R T R ) S RN RR A - S B ST
R R E R BRI 5 R o DI Rt B A
R AR - (ERF R T AR - R A B3 F 1
1& » A BRI BERE SR R > R R A T
B LTS B P s P B R S E A R B o A
B E8] 0 BE + e o EFEERFRL
B~ EEL S A HERF . R RE TR -

= E RV S Ha i

19294 » RN )I[ G BEIET = BHERB 75
HIEY) o RAREREFETE - 198654 = B HEENE 57
SARTTH £ 7 FHeE - e/ R - 2B a9
dh o BUEON = BRI o H AP e E BN —R
RES9SH K ¢ et F O I B N B #0C
Yy > WA B SR ARS o

— S 2 AR AT B P R o ARG - R THE
SRR > BT =R IR - EE = - FALTHER
FRZETH s RIR = S
J& - BRI =R B
b5 BIE MR ARAS -
—f&kmm L — T
3 BRI s 28
HENES » W51
o] B RAHIRE b
T T — (R 17 e A
o] AR - 5 — R S
BREIEARE (18) [
EAER R E - 1T
HRBCR B A > AT
IR #EE S RERIEE K
] L IEBEA S - BE
HIBRA —(E A > &
RIARSE R o

B8 5 75 8 o
HIPTE > 7 P B ARl
FHFHEAREL
(RSt e R T
) o ALE R -
—HE R - ERE IR A TS AR
ALY FPacEy TR HEEE - SRS & A E
WA ~ BN RHEIRS o 52— H A &SR &
Yy > A B TR T B A — PR AR R i 7 B
TR E R LRI T —kHE (dg) |

AN AR AE A A A A L S R T e

&

i - HIBEE R A > g2 R D B a5 Bl &
ff - R A —REE (48) ° 7B R AN AL drie
s [P ) ] P RS o EAE ) Bl R B SRR
HEEZZR - EH MR DR © PEIARL
FOEAE AR BB R AR > IR R E T
2R D [ A R AR A T R B AR AR AR T
A AT R E - SRR SRR B S
ERHIREE ©

DEPHESWU

BEH A B o R AT DL 2 B A R A
BRVELEL o CUBR) EAEHE  HPEHZHL
PEPRBE 30 0 W REs ~ HUER S B~ HEY) - 1R
V)~ AT ~ SR R - B~ R KRIESTEA
2 o EREER S - (UL AEEME » A
JESEE o GERET) SP5EERER 2%k H
FIRERREITEE(E » Hothaddl 7 A E
g;;@o
DL A =B ClLiBL) &k GEFETY E4MW
JR3C

(L - xnag) : Takxam K
2o KK BAKZA AR LEFEEZ
b o B ABRG AXAR > %8 hzx o &
TAHABRZMEZ » LA XK= HHEA -
AABH R APRE > R 28BIHE %
LEWEFR o

(g - EREEY - THERNE &2
B FZTAL EAEIE FANBTE 5 F
o rARKR» EALF > KABE - @ANLHF > UE
Al e MANPT S PIAMBAERTEX » BAAZATA o
EANTEZ B FARZE s R EREERZ & o5&
K RHE UTERIL c BHAEDERKR o
KM RIERE s AT HE L Bl X AHE > L H
b BPEmIk s AZAEMAL L o ER Y BRE
WabfH o LR > RAT LRI HAE FR S o
BA~SFAREERHE LR X XFEd o BE
TERBAEHMEZBEM - MPARKE KBFE ML
B BABm REIEELE o

CedmF - BRA) « THBUELEEHEEK
UALL  BEEEUATR  PHAEBRAET L5
BE—TE2B—twPHF RNt LALRKR 25 L
FoooBRB S BH B RABERAE DE SR
FEAR &Mt Z8 - ZAAERL .

CliisRE) DR w R barre AR o

8. 48202147 A Vol. 21 No.3 4280

25




26

B v L i B AT T BT A P RC #k g O fe EEIAEARL ©

Mt. Kuenlun certainly shares a lot of similarities to the Garden of Eden in Genesis.
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Donatism regarded the church as the only blameless, exclusive and holy community. Therefore, the Donatists resolved not compromise

with the exterior world or the traditores.
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Another change brought by the Pandemic was that the churches had to seriously consider adapting the model of cell groups.
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HIMSHE Excessive worries about the future will occupy our thoughts and induce us to rely on our own planning, which leads to
weakened trust in Christ and the Holy Spirit.
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