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HOW THE NATIONS RAGE

Rethinking Faith and Politics in a Divided Age

Jonathan Leeman
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Fallen politics is the inevitable outcome of self-deification; new-heart (new-creation) politics comes from worshipping God.
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From a political perspective, the Bible is more like a Constitution, not a book of case law.
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Two kinds of governments show up in the Bible: those who knew they were under God and those who thought they were equal to God.
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The most powerful prophetic political langauge of the church is the preaching of the gospel.
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These groups no longer communicate with one another, since they do not share common languages. Meanwhile, they always attribute the

source of inequality to other groups.
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The starting point of a vision of Justice is from one’s own local church.
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How to nurture healthy public ethics and keep constructive dialogues with groups within and outside Christendom remains important in

indigenous theological reflections.
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Tracing the development of human history, Augustine points out that the city of God and the city of man have co-existed in this world.
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Biblical theological research can inform us on the causal mechanisms and principles of response on many issues.
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The emergence of public sphere in modern China was preceded by Protestant missionaries’ efforts in China, e.g. introducing Enlightenment
literature, founding newspapers and presses, organizing societies and academic associations.
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‘What we need is a convicted civility. I think such is the teaching of the Bible.
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‘When human beings go astray from God, alienating neighbors and escaping into themselves, keeping no relationships with others and the

world, the self would become empty and meaningless.
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Discussions about the crisis of urbanization are not for nostalgic return to rural idyll, but for seeing an eternal city in this crisis.
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‘Watchman Nee’s interpretation of New Testament passages focused more on the meanings of Greek syntax, not the whole
message. Therefore, he was more influenced by Hellenistic culture.
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A thorough investigation of Watchman Nee’s anthropology and doctrine of sanctification reveals that he basically follows the traditional

Chinese Jirika paradigm.
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‘Watchman Nee’s biases in anthropology still influence many Christians today in their spiritual growth and engagement with society.

Ao RBESRE AN FR > — R TR AR
RTHAAGE@ILE SR [H] 7 BK
AR A A E e o AR RIS H AT 8 F 3
o BAVEFE MO R > LIFHAVOE -
BATA Y T IOAL 6 B A B AR - L h R KA
HEZEGFR o RMAEEELAMOE
Ao 2R A B EEREE LB ALMA
CHE ALy o ( (AGHMARE K
R) H=F)

(R ECHVBRREF (DL B A A B0 iR - G 2
BRI EHA » BESURS B "8 ~ A8y ©
7~ AN B RS RORR - MR e 5
FEAERSY o [RI » B RE AR BNHEE I 5 2 36
TR NG > HARE AR RN -

&R SR AP AR B R ) — R 4)
LR BUEE ERAMIRFR - SUBZFEAN "BH7 FI0HIR
i o BB RBE R TR > R 5 EENERE
B HAERMZE T B ERERENZORE - 5
AR LR PRIREE ARG - SARBEABOR RN S
RPN - T R EBEARAER > BE EYE
PRB” o BPTEMA > W A R R > S
BT FAAAK > IRFIFAT — P& - wT DL 2t
TREAUE - TR EES T - N B i B
5 o BRI e W E R A B R
B R 411 1 AR SR o

ZEOREN

FAFEA M LB R E R R R A
& o B AT DU RO TR S BN A R R SR R IS AR 1 A
s NHVEAR G EBYER “SE88T MIEwEs ¢
T PR o AR BT B EST 2WOAA 4
B RAESBNEZ > BRETERNGRE > AL
SEEEHELN AT o

AR R RAEMERARNBES NGz T e
—5 BRI FH RIS o HEZETIE T » 84
PRIBE H S SRAETE VBN W PR 7 BE » i DA it B3 o 577 1) 3
R » TERUTERR ~ EAEANERHL » Hth i RFEE AR Tt
Bl - BE A5 KAPE S IR & - E—TI
B1& o MR AR BN R TS -

MH—5 & B AN 5E Z 4 B 7 1) &
MG (Imago Dei) - BEEMEEI—Z
B PR AR U B B B RIS - (E AR BB R
B B B B Y R BA R VB TR RE ) - Bl B
FRERTFRIE.O » BAEERNRE 2T - AF G
# 0 A I BAIR BCEE R IR o

FCEE PR AR AL - SR BB HRER AT AU RUE - DL
Fota e — IR B RS - ERAER EEE R E
ENEREREREENEE  BENEREHEES

BAEREE O B[R T » sk E AR o R
REEEE T - BEE - EEAEREEHENAT - &
EHRBEREmHTEEEED A - EEGHREEY
B > Eper R EE g R R BE—E
R _EE B AT o

ot R RE BRI o R R BB B
HmPEAREESR - Wi > —@ARN “%E
B BERERABEMBEEEES 2T o BN it
TESREEIL” RREE s RN DL “TEEK”
(3B2:1) WIARRR > JETEEE Fr il A a1 B pE S 2
T o fEET — R REEI R — R RE AL > 2 TR
JEqw~ (Soteriology) PTIRETHIGRAE 5 M “AEE"
(Sanctification) Z=XEXF (Ordo Salutis) FE%E
IREN -

M A AR XY pw (BR) 32 A& B SCH
Yoxny (7)o RIS ARIEY E iy B
B An I tEAR RE I dE K 1L (Immortal/Eternal) > {HAN
B A7 B BE 1 v] B o B B M Rl 1 4 LA R
FIDRETEE O F B B AR - BATRE “IRSFAE AR EK
A7 (F912:25) ° gz o RIFTREKETL ©

TEHAORERERT > " 2 — (A
SSRUERET o (EMUBU RS T MRG0 BB E F
FIEE ~ Tl - BEIRGEMEA T EEEEER
HISERESG » LENEREAFTZHAEGR RS >
GHEFZRE/NEIEE) o (H1E)E T A fr kB Bl
AT » —EHiV > RS B -

TR R R TR O > RREE
A i U BELAL B BE > 35 T A AR5 LR e 22 FEAR
ANEFENG > MRS RETRAY s E25F%
B EEE B R E R o R > (AAREE “A
T T HEPMRE IR ELEE ST 2 EE N A
TERg BT 2B o

B > B R R IRE L s 0 (R
—IHEARE B HENEL - 6@

AL T Z BB AR AW T AK

2. 782019414 Vol. 19 No.1 470

23




24

S k201887 B RCHERE 27 B 124 1y 22
B > BEEEIRE o B ERPIRSZE
B4 o BRAEE SR H OO R G RRAT
SR > GO E T BBl BRGEE A
B SEVRI s R BB o B
BT ERAEFEY « EROAE ; HEEER
TR AR E R » BRI T T -

EIFIE A RN GTHIES o BRI
BRI - AR Z IR EE -

HEROMERE > BB FEANE
5t DA BRI R o HEEEENEN
B B BB MRS AR o LI T
YT H e B S

B 6 R SLIR

FOEE R > PO AR AR SR R A
BREZT > WP R E KR ~ % 5803 BB AR
B ETE - WY O B AF - BT
BUFHERFISE » 2 # B PR 5 B ~ WREM %L
AR - A5 B A RUB L R R - ARG
Ko BRHRTEE TS 0% - NMOEET R EE
A e

FEaE - Eim it e - #OR A H R
T BRI Z o LIRS - B 52 B (3] 2]
o DL R AR 2 B (S 0 GE— BREEH B2
BIRRRIAI S 5 SER ElmrEiEn Tah] -

AU EE o B AR NEI T 5 RRRCERR
T e s PRSI T

L E A9 3 i Bk

BRI ERH U A B LR E e -
R AR T EE Y E RETERIRH - ElEER
AIRRWIE » B RETERSHRHMERE AR GRS - %

482019414 Vol. 19 No.1 4470

e ‘ B AR ¢

4], AR 4 3 i

BEBRRKIRENZRMHAE » TR Z i85
OSSR o AALRE BT E AR « 8
ENMERERTEE - BRI - FE—
R A T AR SR AR N RRRAL - A S
FIEUE - BAEDE NMEZE o FH SR - 08
REN - MERERZT 1

HEFE BB 1R > FOORANAR - FAREIHE &1
aig - THRREEZAVHCE - b AEBRZ 1 (FF
23:1) 5 TIEIFHN » IR EREdT - 1 (4
10:11) FEiE Y BBRIRAY G > Zo& HTh R £
7 BIERYHCE FEIRE 2

HIEE  ZEHGUERAHRE  AAEEHE
JEEE o B2 - BIOURE BERE L BHEE
® o BEAEANRNSE | LEEERIERE R
il » BE SRRV » T b P EBEA NS
BB 2 SN — (i L R BEACE BB AU 2

PR — AR R EAR R > B AR =
fY - SEAEMRE EFLIR SR - AR - A hE
R o BRI EE AT EE R B HCES > It
JERLEC - 4 H PRI KFEE T |

LG BA Pz th

R g J M B & B 5 B A
TR HEREENSE - BEER - EHIIR
FEE o B BENAEREMNE ? PRI ERESET
HEEHEE

EERBALEN - BMAIEEER > T
Ma) EHCOHERE o ik - RMEs 0 THRERM
PRI - TIREREA] FF -l TH1 -
AR 2 R (7208 ) ARRE SR s H
REATBRDE THE ) o THE) wis—E A8
HEER > AT 3 B AN [R] Fr B AL R B R & B0 1)



S H R BEE RN R ONE SR BT AIEIR - BIAEE TR BEE O EEET -

One of the internal challenges in today’s Chinese churches is the blurry boundaries between ministry workers and church administration,

i.e. the monopoly of “senior patriarchs.”
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We need to learn healthy structures, by-laws and disciplines from overseas denominations and integrate them with the

S i e

local contexts to find a path for the institutionalization of Chinese churches.
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New Life Fellowship prayed with trembling hearts for a bold number: May there be 100 new students at the welcoming party!
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Despite my weaknesses and sluggishness, the Lord still granted me wisdom, courage, determination, love, faith and love more than I asked

for. Thanks be to the Lord!
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Led to the cross by the threat of

death, I realized that the internal sinfulness of man could bring terrible persecutions severer than external hardships.
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I had a very strong spiritual inspiration, that is, to wait patiently, and do not lose courage while waiting.
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