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Introduction of Rev. Grant Chen

Rev. Grant Chen graduated from Tsinghua University in Taiwan. He earned his Th.M. from Dallas Theological -
cal Seminary and later his Ph.D. from Trinity International University in Chicago.

He began to serve the Lord full time in 1977. At first, he joined the Village Gospel Team in Taiwan. In later years
he pastored several Chinese churches in Taiwan and the US. He has taught at different seminaries as an adjunct
professor. He has taken the role as President of Blessings Cultural Mission Fellowship (BCMF) since July 2001.
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A Message from the President

Spiritual warfare in the 21st century is a battle between different worldviews. Therefore, constructing a biblical
worldview in the Chinese context should be deemed supremely important. That is the reason that Blessings Cultural
Mission Fellowship promotes “Transforming the Chinese soul through the Gospel, Remaking Chinese worldview by
God’ s Truth” in recent years.

We regard the cultivation of talents as our core ministry. The Blessings Seminarian Scholarship has been estab-
lished since 1996. We support seminarians who have qualities and capabilities in academia, mass media, and church
leadership. Most graduates have devoted themselves to various cultural areas. Among them 20 have obtained PhD
degrees from prestigious universities. They work diligently in the soil of Chinese culture so as to transform its embedded
worldview.

In the past half-century, the whole world has experienced rapid changes. Through Blessings magazine we discuss
all kinds of subjects, including traditional thought and modern trends, such as scientism, secularism, and postmodernism,
etc. We encourage Chinese churches to face the challenge of social media and apply it in their ministries. We endeavor
to engage in dialogue with people with other faiths by formulating public theology, helping Christians exert influence on
current and controversial issues.

It is our humble hope that more friends in the Lord understand the philosophy and characteristics of BCMF minis
tries through this introductory manual and become our long-term supporters and prayer partners.
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The year 1994, a time when huge num- £
bers of the overseas Chinese intellectuals
showing sincere interest in Christianity, broth-
er Huicong Yu, a deacon at the Bread of Life
Church at Torrance, proposed to start a foun-
dation to promote the cause of the Gospel.
Responding to his zeal, Rev. Grant Chen,
Rev. Edwin Su, and two brothers in busi -
ness formed the Board of the Blessings Foun-
dation. They unanimously agreed that trans-
forming the “soil” of Chinese culture was es-
sential to effective evangelism in China. This
vision was written as the purpose of this newly
formed organization.

The first 2 years, the Foundation support-
ed sister Yuan Yuan Zhou’ s (with penname |

“Ningzi” ) creative writing ministry. She also | Sl®

started a radio program “Skylight” with the sta- [0
tion LA 1300, cohosting with brother Zhiming
Yuan. The Board of Directors soon realized 2001 FEERARKL & &%3”57%?* %i
that the great task of transforming Chinese
cultural soil required nurturing a considerable = media ministries. Not only providing financial scholar-
group of talents. Hence the Blessings Semi-  ships, it endeavors to also taking care of seminarians
narian Scholarship was set up in 1996. It sup- spiritually while they are in school, and even keeping
ports two kinds of seminarians, those with po-  long-term relationship after they graduate. Later on, a
tentials to become scholars to transform  third kind of seminarians, those with high leadership
thoughts and those with abilities in mass  qualities, was included.
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In July 2001, Rev. Grant Chen assumed the
office of the president. He took the major respon-
sibility of nurturing talent and developed two other
strategies, academic exchange and mass media
ministry. The Blessings magazine was published
in October that very year. Henceforth, the Bless-
ings Foundation has a navigation helmsman and
has become a gospel organization. Thus, besides
the original title, “Blessings Cultural Mission Fel-
lowship” (BCMF), the mission statement was
used to highlight the vision and character of this
ministry.

In 2014, at the 20th anniversary, the BCMF
decided to move forward and took the role of
being a sending agency as well. Meanwhile,
many graduates serving in different areas cooper-
ate and connect well because of friendships de-
veloped through the years. Now, the small seed of
the Blessings Foundation has grown, from a
seedling to a tree full of branches.
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We accept the Bible as the inerrant
revelation of God,

guiding faith and living.

We also accept the creeds of the early
churches and the evangelical confes-
sions.
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Long-term Plan for Talent Cultivation

The Blessings Seminarian
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Scholarship

The Blessings Seminarian Scholar-
ship was established in 1996 with the pur-
pose to nurture talents that further the
vision of cultural mission and are devoted
to plowing in the Chinese cultural field.
The maximum quota for each year is set
at 6 or 7 students. Therefore, on average
we accept 2 new seminarians each year.
The total number of recipients reached 58
in2023. In the past few years the priorit,
was given to those working towards a
Ph.D. or having earned one already. Sem-
inarians having qualified media experienc-
es or leadership potential are also wel-
comed to apply.

The Blessings Seminarians
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Long-term Plan for Talent Cultivation
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Long-term Care and Support
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Long-term Plan for Talent Cultivation

The Blessings
wrz g FamilVRetreat

A > g 3 We hold an annual Blessings Family Retreat
r % : N .ﬁcfﬁ & &»*%&&# in Los Angeles every July. All the seminarians,
"t FRBREANEGTL WG "i- ' graduates, board members and staff get together
2%% -¥% RLILRAR—F & for a few days. Each one has a chance to share
BAN>»SZHREIOCE 2 X his/her walk with the Lord and exchange ministry
FAOCSH REAMIBREESGT experiences. This is the great opportunity for us
’ ) I * to find common ground and build consensus. Ev
RRE KR+ 294 - eryone treasures this meeting time very much.
EZMEeghEMNFELE We also hold small-scale retreats for gradu
B )b BEEe BErer - ates in Asia and other places to encourage them.

The Blessings seminarians studied at different schools. During the
school years, besides the financial support our staff members try their
best to support them. We keep close contact with them and pray for
them constantly. The President of BCMF visits them from time to time.
Each student is required to write a family letter per month to share
their situation.

We hold to the following principles to nurture and care the semi

narians:

1. Spiritual guidance: Building strong relationships and providing

spiritual counselling whenever needed.

2. Strong family: Emphasizing the importance of family by caring

for husband-wife and parent-child relationships.

3. Serving example: Both the President and Board of Directors
are setting examples of serving the Lord and sharing their
experiences.

4. Mentorship: Encouraging the graduates to become mentors to
the younger seminarians.

After graduation, we continue to stay in contact with them, show
ing our care and praying for them. At the end of each year, we invite all
graduates and seminarians to write annual thank you letters and edit
them into a beautiful e-book. All these effort help maintain the
long-term relationship of the Blessings family.




JHENBEEIRSR —

i (|- A8

Promoting High-quality Academic Exchange Programs
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Overthe past decades, research about Christianity
has become a surging trend in Chinese academia. Discu-
ssions and conferences covered a wide range of
areas, including theology, history, philosophy, literature,
aesthetics, ethics, science, sociology, education and
comparative religion. Seizing the opportunity, we pro-
moted high-quality academic exchange programs with
Chinese universities and research institutes.

@ We have supported Chinese Christian Scholars
Association in North America since 2001. The activities
of this organization include the following:

(1) Hold academic conference in the United States
for Chinese scholars. Our president, Rev. Grant Chen
participated many times.

(2)Hold Advanced Seminar of Religion and Cul-
ture in North America every summer for a few weeks for
Chinese university professors. Whenever they visited
Los Angeles, we would entertain the group, and Presi-
dent Grant Chen would give a talk concerning American
culture and Christianity.

(3) Invite western Christian scholars to China to
speak at universities.

(4) Publish Christianity and China series. We pub
lished the first 6 series for the Association.

@ From 2001 to 2004, President Grant Chen often went
to China and spoke in major universities or social
ggirgnce research institutes. He has visited many profes-
@ Since 2005, the Blessings Foundation provided
scholarship to Ph.D. students and Master’ s students
doing researches related to Christianity.

RENMIN UNIVERSITY OF ClﬂNA
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@ In 2006, Christianity and China Research Center (CCRC)
was established under the Blessings Foundation. Rev.
Daniel Ling Li was appointed as general secretary. It is our
hope that through CCRC evangelical views may be heard in
Chinese academia and biblical viewpoints be brought forth,
that Christianity researchers from within China may be culti-
vated, and that their study results may be published on
international platforms so that they could make contributions
to the whole world.

The activities of CCRC may be summarized as follows:

(1)In the year 2007, in order to commemorate the 200
years anniversary of Robert Morrison coming to China,
CCRC held a grand international academic conference. The
theme was “Chinese and Western Cultural Exchange,




Review and Outlook.” More than thirty scholars from USA,
Canada, China, Europe, Hong Kong, and Taiwan were invited
to present papers. Many local audiences joined the confer-
ence. A Symposium of the conference was produced after-
wards.

(2)Between 2008 and 2017, CCRC managed to hold an
academic conference related to Christianity each year in
different Chinese universities. Once every three years the con-
ference would be international in nature. The universities
cooperated with CCRC included Renmin University of China,
East China Normal University, Sichuan University, Shandong
University, Shanghai University, Chung Yuan Christian Univer-
sity in Taiwan, and Hong Kong Baptist University. The follow-
ing themes were covered: “The Spirits of Chinese and West-
ern Culture and Their Future Trend,” “Church and Society in
Light of Modern China,” “Christianity and Social Public
Domain,” “Christian Literature/Media and Modern China,”
“Christianity and Moral Construction of Modern China,” “Chris-
tianity and Medical Science in Modern China,”  “Christianity
and the Rule of Law in China,” and “Christianity and Woman li-
beration.”

(3)Publication of Symposiums: The symposiums of all
the above academic conferences were published and pre
served in the library of many universities.

(4)Scholarship and Award: Since 2008 CCRC took the
role of awarding scholarship to Ph.D. students and Master stu
dents. After 2014 the scholarship was changed to “Excellence
Award for Papers Related to Christianity.” Over the years sev
eral hundred students have received financial aid through this
program.

(6)Each year Rev. Daniel Ling Li participated in quite a
few academic conferences related to Christianity in Chinese
universities.

(6)CCRC cooperated with other institutes and held aca-
demic conference in Los Angeles, such as “Forum on Rela
tionship between Politics and Religion” and “Forum on Sino
lization of Christianity.”

(7)CCRC published Journal of Research for Christianity
in China annually since 2013.

(8)In 2017 CCRC held a two-week Summer Institute for
Ph.D. students in Christianity at Los Angeles. This activity was

Promoting High-quality
Academic Exchange Programs
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sponsored by China Evangelical Seminary North America.
CCRC became independent in 2018. However, we con
tinue to support its operations.
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@ Since Wenyu Xie took the teaching post as professor in
Shandong University in 2005, we supported him as a Bless-
ings scholar. Besides teaching in the School of Philosophy
and Social Development in the university, he has participa-
ted in many academic conferences in China. He is regarded
as a Plato authority in the academia. He has been teaching
in China Evangelical Seminary North America as well.

He is a diligent writer. His masterpieces in-
clude The Way and Truth: The Gospel of
John in the History of Western Thought,
and Liberty and Existence: Tracing [
the View of Liberty in the History
of Western Thought.
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1. The Blessings Magazine
In October 2001 the Blessings
magazine published its very first issue.

This quarterly journal focuses on ex-
ploring the relationship between Chris-

tian faith and Chinese culture. Its 73rd
issue was printed in October 2019.

2. Publications
(1) In the early years, we helped

Chinese Christian Scholars Associa-
tion in North America publish sympo-

siums of their conferences, namely
Christianity and China, 6 issues in
total.
(2) Books and Media Series of
President Grant Chen:
1) Blessings Devotionals
series: Matthew, Acts, Romans,
1 Corinthians, Revelation
2) Message Collections:
Beatitudes, The Lord’ s Prayer

3) Topics: The Concept of Ultimate Reality in Tu Wei-Ming
and Cheng Chung-Ying: A Comparative Study of New Con-
fucian and Christian Understandings, Seeking the Truth beyond
Traditions, Perspective on Cultural Mission

4) CD/DVD: Blessings Gospel and Revival Messages, 3 series

(3) Collections of Blessings Magazine: Through the Fog of

Science, U-Tumn of Life

3. Mission Video: Love in China

In 2006 we set up media department and invited brother Ziyin
Wang to take charge. He produced a short video about mission, Love
in China, in 2007. It was widely watched on the internet and received
good responses.

4. New Media Platform

In 2016 we set up a platform on WeChat, “Make me a bless
(ing),” and posted many articles from the Blessings magazines in
simplified Chinese characters to share with readers.
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Publications of the Graduates
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Developing Multimedia Ministry
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Surviving the State, Remaking the Church, The Chinese Exodus,
The Chinese Exoodus:Migration, Urbanization and Alienation in Contemporary China
Religious Entrepreneurism in China's Urban House Churchs

Many Blessings
Publications graduates produced books

of the Blessings : : -
Fami; g in various fields, such as prose,

Members fiction, biography, theology, ar-
cheology, sociology, church histo-
ry, and evangelism. Besides,
“Jing Jie" is a powerful

LEaREEM new media platform to

leeits share the gospel.
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Establishing Theological
Training Network
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Both the Bless-
ings staff and graduates have received solid theo-
logical training. Being capable teachers and preachers, they
may contribute tremendously to the Chinese churches everywhere to
elevate the discipleship of believers, equipping them to discern right
from wrong, truth from falsehood, so that they may stand firm
in this evil and deceitful generation.
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Establishing Theological Training Network
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Cooperation with CIU Chinese

Online Theological Education Department

We have reached an agreement with the Chinese Seminary Studies
Program of the Seminary of Columbia International University in South
Carolina to share resources and cooperate as partners.

Speakers in Special Meetings

(1) Gospel Meetings

In order to transform the Chinese cultural soil,
people must first meet the Lord and be changed
from within. Hence our priority should always be
spreading the Gospel. We are delighted to accept
invitations to lead evangelistic meetings.

(2) Theological Lectures

Many intellectual seekers need to understand
the trustworthiness of the Scriptures and the
reasons to believe. Facing the challenge of social
issues, such as scientific discoveries, human rights,
democracy, same-sex marriage, abortion, environ-
mental protection, etc. Christian intellectuals need to
know how to apply biblical principles. The Blessings
staff and graduates may provide answers through
theological lectures

(3) Leadership Training

Nurturing mature spiritual leaders is an ongo-
ing task for every church. We understand the impor-
tance of this need and are willing to cooperate with

churches to strengthen their leadership.

(4) Mission Conferences

To fulfill the Great Commission, every believer
must be mobilized. The Blessings staff and graduates
are more than willing to help churches to promote the
cause for mission, especially in the areas of cultural
mission and new media ministry. For every believer
may exert their own influence in these areas.

(5) Biblical Teaching

Many Blessings graduates have obtained Ph.D.
degrees in New Testament, Old Testament, Theology,
Church History, etc. They may provide resourceful
teachings.

(6) Revival Meetings

Some Blessings staff and graduates are gifted
to lead revival meetings and retreats to encourage
people to give their hearts to the Lord and serve Him
without reservation.
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Missionaries Actualizing
Mission by Dispatching

The number of Blessings graduates has grown every
year. Each one went to different field to serve according
to the guidance of the Lord. They minister in areas like
academia, mass media, theological education, church
planting, mission promotion, etc. Because of the trust
built up in the Blessings family, they cooperate with one
another wholeheartedly, making the advance of the
Gospel among the Chinese more efficient.

Blessings Missionaries

The blessings missionaries are those who have been Blessings semi-
naries or their spouse, having clear calling from the Lord to live and serve
among the Chinese. After applying to and accepted by the Blessings board,
they are sent by BCMF directly.

Inspired by the vision of cultural mission, the Blessings missionaries will
facilitate the transformation of the Chinese culture by the gospel wherever
they go. For example, if teaching in the university, they may impact fellow
professors and students through their academic achievement and life testi-
monies. If working in mass media, they may spread the biblical worldview
or the salvation message through radio, internet, video, movie, etc.

Pray for the Blessings Missionaries

Tcacher Zhang Biblical Counsclling

Alex University professor, Academic Exchange
Joshua couple Church planting, Counselling, Media ministry
Shehe Church planting, Theological education

Luke Zheng Theological education

Guang Liu Scholar’s ministry, Christian education

Shan Zhou New media ministry, Church planting

Ministries Networking

Some Blessings graduates have obtained significant positions in
organizations or institutes. We keep close contact with them and encourage
them to networking with one another. 1] ’
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USHTAE Sl e What is Cultural Mission?

5&?;;:;2:22;22?3“;?:&0 dn; TV After the creation, God told humans to
o g 019 subdue the earth and rule over all the crea-
BIEES: tures (Gen. 1: 26-28).This is our Cultural Man-

BRI ~ [RE PSR K E PREY - BRAE date. After Jesus, the Son of God, saved man

. = anpeem = kind through cross and resurrection, He com-
5 ~ I Y ~ N = ~ = & I
ﬁﬁ D%iﬁé?s- ARBER SRR ~ ST manded the disciples to preach the good news

Jason Lok, Edwin Su, Grant Chen, Betty Yu, Patrick Chen, to the ends of the earth (Matt. 28:18-20). This
Ekron Chen, Teresina Chen, Kang Xiao, Harry Liu, Alex Chu, is our Gospel Mandate. Cultural Mission is the

Benjamin Kuo, C. K. Hsu combination of the Cultural and Gospel Man-
dates.

‘ _ The Purpose of Cultural Mission
ZR Donation The purpose is to nurture true disciples of
K ZHHYH Title : BCMF Christ in all walks of life so that they may bear
%% Address : P. 0. Box 18410, witness to the Lord with excellent achieve-
Irvine, CA 92623-8410 ments and a beautiful, godly life, demonstra-
ting biblical truth and leading people to Christ.






