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Abstract: This article is adapted from
chapters 1 and 9 of America Agonistes:
America’s 250th and the Restoration of a Nation

in Conflict with Itself and Its Past (2025) by
-

Os Guiness. It examines the profound divisions
within contemporary American society,
particularly the sharp disagreements over
national identity and historical truth, which have
given rise to deep internal tensions and self-
destructive conflict. It also considers how the
broader crisis of the West has drawn the United
States into a global landscape increasingly
shaped by authoritarian forces. In light of its
250th anniversary, the article reflects on whether
the United States can return to the foundational
vision upon which it was established. Can it draw
renewed strength from its own historical and
cultural heritage, and once again point toward
a hopeful future for both the nation and the
world? If not, America may continue to decline,

gradually losing the freedom and moral clarity

that once defined it.
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BE:ALA KEFRPFYHEREY — preface to Pursuing the Kingdom of Peace,
TR REAERIREBARS » EHE reflects on humanity’s fall into war through sin
BHB S EFPGHL BHHNESERS and examines the Bible’s teaching on war and
o Rk 3 E BB 0 28R4 A AR peace. In light of tensions across the Taiwan
B U E AL BT RAEERL&E Strait and the challenges of nationalism, it urges
Fa e o Christians to move beyond political allegiances,
Abstract: This article, written as the seek first the kingdom of God, and place their
hope in Christ, who alone brings ultimate peace.
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Abstract: In times marked not only by war
itself but also by the rumors of war, how are the
Lord’s people to prepare themselves? As those
who belong to Christ, we are called to consider

how to bear faithful witness to the gospel with

love for our neighbors, even amid uncertainty
and upheaval. How do we remain steadfast,
cultivate spiritual readiness, and discern our
calling in such times? How do we embrace the
Great Commission entrusted by Christ to every
disciple and to his Church?

These are not questions unique to our
generation. They are matters that the Lord’s
people in every age must prayerfully reflect on,
wrestle with, and prepare for.
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Abstract: During the Sino-Japanese War
and the Chinese Civil War, Christian students

\in China experienced a remarkable spiritual

~

revival. Amid the social upheaval and massive
displacement caused by war, missionaries
from the China Inland Mission joined hands
with Chinese leaders such as Calvin Chao,
employing English Bible classes, campus
fellowships, and national student conferences to
ignite a spiritual awakening among university
students. This movement not only nurtured a
generation of committed Christian students
during wartime, but also shaped the rise of
house churches in China and the development
of Chinese churches worldwide. As Chinese
churches today face renewed uncertainties, this
history offers invaluable lessons for faithful
witness in turbulent times.
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Abstract: This article examines a
popular claim within some Chinese churches:
that Christianity—especially the Puritan and

Calvinist tradition—served as the primary,

or even exclusive, foundation of American )
democracy and liberty. It argues that this tightly
bound “Puritan/Reformed—American freedom”
narrative did not emerge naturally, but was
largely shaped, disseminated, and reconfigured
under the political pressures of the Cold War.
Focusing on two influential Chinese
Christian figures and theological mediators,
Zhao Zhonghui and Zhao Tian’en, the article
traces how this narrative entered and reshaped
the public theological imagination of Chinese
churches across different stages of the Cold
War. It also reflects on the pastoral implications

of this legacy in light of a possible “new Cold

War.” )
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Abstract: A key feature of the Chinese

Communist Party’s revolutionary strategy

was the gradual development of a wartime

system that combined guerrilla warfare,
base-area construction, and the united front.
Under the guidance of this strategy, the CCP
gradually refined its policies toward Christian
communities, profoundly shaping patterns
of church—state relations in times of war. In
response to this comprehensive, complex, and
highly flexible model of religious governance,
Chinese churches are called to remain faithful
to their vocation as peacemakers and, through
shared prayer, discernment, and decision-
making, embody the kingdom ethic of peace

revealed in Jesus Christ.
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Abstract: This article examines the
mobility and immobility of Chinese pastors
before, during, and after wars in the twentieth

century, using Andrew Gih and Timothy
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Dzao as case studies. It explores how these
patterns shaped the development of Chinese
Christianity and highlights the interplay of
political, theological, social, familial, and
personal factors. The article offers three main
observations: first, that the interaction of
agency and structure shaped complex decisions
about whether to stay or leave; second, that the
intertwining of capability and aspiration blurred
the line between voluntary and involuntary
mobility or immobility; and third, that ministry
often continued across wartime crises.
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Abstract: The Chinese church today faces
stagnation and a range of pressing challenges,
rooted in the lack of contextualized theology—

particularly a developed ecclesiology. This

\

deficiency has led to confusion among
believers regarding church—state relations and
denominational issues, while also limiting the
gospel’s ability to engage society more deeply.

Drawing on historical examples such as the
Patristic Period and the Reformation, this article
demonstrates how theological breakthroughs
have driven transformation and renewal within
the church. It argues that the Chinese church
urgently needs to develop a theology that is
grounded in its own context in order to move
forward faithfully.
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Abstract: Al and postmodern culture

are pushing preaching language toward the

first person, with greater emphasis on personal

-

experience as a way of building resonance and
trust. While this shift may serve as a bridge for
communicating truth, it also carries the risks
of relativism and performative preaching. As
a result, preachers are being driven to place
greater emphasis on spiritual formation, the
process of exegesis, and the witness of an

authentic life.
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Abstract: This article introduces Salvation

and Revolution: A Twentieth Century Odyssey

of the Chinese Protestant Mind (Oxford\
University Press, 2025). Tracing three Protestant
intellectuals—Zhao Zichen, Wu Yaozong, and
Cai Yongchun—from the 1911 Revolution
through the Cultural Revolution, the book
examines how they navigated the tensions
between Christian faith and Chinese nationalism.
Using the metaphor of an “odyssey,” this article
highlights the book’s contemporary significance
for Chinese Christians: a call not to be allured
by statist power, but to witness to the Gospel in
love, finding strength from the Spirit precisely

where human strength fails.
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Abstract: This article reviews Salvation

.

~

and Revolution, highlighting its pioneering
contributions in three major areas and its balance
of scholarly depth and accessibility.

(The review was originally submitted in
English to Oxford University Press, translated by
the executive editor of Blessings Magazine, and

subsequently revised by the author.)
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Abstract: This article recounts the

author’s experience of attending a “Father’s

Heart” conference and reflects on its spiritual

significance. It argues that humanity, alienated\
from God, lives in a condition of spiritual
fatherlessness and is in need of renewed
identity and restored relationship. Through the
conference, participants experienced healing
and release, came to rediscover the love of the
heavenly Father, and recovered their identity as
his children. As a result, they began to live in the

freedom and renewal that come from belonging

to God. J
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Abstract: Beginning with the reality of

war and unrest, this article contrasts the present

\_

~

world with the vision of peace depicted in the
Book of Isaiah. Drawing on experiences in
an aquarium and in the video game Animal
Crossing, it points to a deep human longing for
a harmonious world. Though creation remains
fallen and groans under brokenness, hope
endures. All things await their ultimate renewal

and liberation.
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