»
AN
7%3 )
BLESSINGS TETPRERAL ST KA FETE TP AT

Christian Faith and Cultural Transformation
V.26 N.3 #2 100 2026/08

[EEIgla=tse By (BE) eyl P2
PA'dvancing{CulturaltMissions:FAntInterviewawith
ReviGrant/ChemtheEditorinzChief{offBlessingsiMagazine

OCEEEIEE R EiEET i) PB8=16
00thYIssuelSpeciallFeature:fLhe Bible!Reconstructs)\Worldview

AR
| E¥HEE’J£"?*I?$4 [Pa1®©

mmm@ﬁmmw@w
fFher20261BlessingsiFoundationtFamilyiRetreat



é@ﬂk%%£&ﬂ$¥ﬁ!ﬂlﬂt@®ﬁ?
BB R RIRIB © @%}@@m

[
A% Blessings
2026588 F_+/"BE=H] #100 Vol. 26, No. 3, August 2026
ThxE - BRI CERFEE Published quarterly by Blessings Cultural Mission
ISSN# 1543-0936 Fellowship
ek/ X% RERF President/Chief Editor: Grant Chen
AT 4B 4R 2 45 Executive Editor: Yan Cheng
PREOE ] 2 B Contributing Editor: Liang-Shwu Chen
R H | *% Proofreading: Ling Tian
X 4 tE 2R English Editing: Andrea Lee
AT PR Fi 4o Administrator: Abby Chen
H @K wEE Cover Designer: Hsiu-Hui Hsiao
iH rER Illustration: Zhijian Cheng

1 = IR $24 (—HPuH
KPR A R ERA A - TR e ) SRR ;524 (TEE)

il o AR T ERAE - WO » 75 e(EEAT o SRBIE - MIPEDARRE26E
FRIZEIRTERE - BCMF
B.78 48 35 : theblessingsfoundation.org P. O. Box 18410
?’& %48 A : theblessingsfoundation.org/magazines Irvine, CA 92623-8410, U.S.A.
E-mail: enful 994@gmail.com ZelleAJk: enful994@gmail.com
Tel.: (949) 556-3033 WERRK LR BAR M > AT S

KT REERERGEET.

BEXEEHIERE BCMF
HR miafvia AdI2#RR
S0 AR B T n AT RRBHERMHR  REHMRAFTRIGERN  BHLTHHTEEURETRBLRNEMES -
B R A R A REF Bk S~ BREFL - B IR - AR
REET mtk - Hovs
Our Vision.: The Gospel Transforming Chinese Soul. The Bible Reconstructing Chinese Worldview

Our Conf esSIon. We accept the Bible as the inerrant revelation of God, guiding faith and living. We also accept the creeds of the early churches
and the evangelical confessions.




B 8% Contents
100% '%‘*E'j 100th Issue Special Column

HEBISMEZ: £Re0 (YR ) EARBRRIBHED 2
Advancing Cultural Missions: An Interview with Rev. Grant Chen the Editor-in-Chief of Blessings Magazine — #migas
RSN 4
Looking Back with Gratitude B R
100EM4SRIZRE]: HEEEEFRE 5-16
100th Issue Special Feature: The Bible Reconstructs Worldview
[ #RE2 | BASZ{p(han: & [ MUWEER | 2 FHEHEEEENZE 5
“The Sacred” and the Christian Mission in Culture: The Calling of Chinese Christians
in Light of the Debate over “Cultural Christians” =
RHE N HEERESEHIERE 8
Toward an East Asian Turn in Christian Worldview Thinking SRR
BB SR R B 1
Christian Faith and the Transformation of Worldview Bez$ M
BIBERSTELL: fEBEE [ MAXE | REFERERNSHNEERE 14
The Ultimate Illumination for the Here and Now: Rethinking the Holistic Witness of House Churches
in China through Bonhoeffer’s Four Mandates #)Ean
RA451008 : R EANME 17
Celebrating the 100th Issue: Gratitude and Blessings RBREERN/ B2 K
uhEER BN = 2 ) HIE
Between the Academy and the Church FRIE B
%ﬁ‘ Z‘E‘g’ New: Perspectives
AEFFRPESHOKIE, EREPFEIR: BIYENZAHE 19
Seeking Eternity in Stillness, Awaiting Light in the Cracks: Makoto Fujimura’s Theology of Art  JL4d]
[ B MRUERNREERE | . +FZa@A0953 (221) 23
A Unitive-Transformative Model of Atonement:
The Healing of the Human Heart through the Cross (1/2) Wk E
SIPEEfHRE : MG RTAHSEIEEEBE ST 27
Faith and Factionalism:
Theological Distortion and Spiritual Discernment in Religious Conflict 1R
#ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ,?g& Events & Testimony.
TELEABINE . EFRHREBHLEIRSAIIZAL 31
No Longer Alone: The Formation of a Chinese-Language Theological Community BB
EEMWETFIES: 2026 ERARES 34

Living Out Our Identity as Children of God: The 2026 Blessings Foundation Family Retreat FEI5 5,



EZEWEH(SIEELss &

SER Ty KIBEL

DD ELEm

PRI A B

WHZ iR CBRABY FIEBIRI00
FHAFARLHR R ARE LG - L= EA
2001 ZE A FIA R R F - HERPNE
S FRATI S AR RELSWERE - B4
FARACRIT G EALTRALT > L8
X FF TGRSR AL #3E -

Abstract: To mark the publication of the
100th issue of Blessings Magazine, this special
interview features its editor-in-chief, Rev. Grant
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Chen. He reflects on the vision, distinctive
character, and challenges of the magazine
since its founding in 2001. He explains that the
magazine was established to cultivate Chinese
Christian leaders and scholars who possess
spiritual depth, academic rigor, and a broad
cultural perspective, while fostering meaningful
dialogue between Christian faith and culture
through its publishing ministry.
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Abstract: Liangshwu Liu, former

executive editor of Blessings Magazine, reflects
on her twenty-two years of editorial service.
She recalls the shortage of staff and contributors
during the magazine’s early years, as well as
the gradual development of a wider community
of writers. Her account bears witness to God’s
grace and guidance throughout the magazine’s

writing, translation, and editorial ministry.
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Abstract: Taking the 1990s debate over
“Cultural Christians” as its point of departure,
and citing Lo Ping-cheung and Liu Xiaofeng,
this article examines the significance of the

.
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sacred for Chinese Christians’ mission in
culture. Lo emphasizes that theology must be
rooted in Scripture, the life of the church, and
practices of devotion. Liu argues that Christian
faith must speak beyond the boundaries of
the church and be articulated anew within
Chinese-language intellectual discourse and
public culture in order to address the spiritual
predicament of modern China. The article
contends that this debate reveals a dual calling
that Chinese Christians still face today: to turn
toward God in worship and to bear faithful
witness within culture, so that “the sacred” may
become a lived reality marked by both spiritual
depth and concern for public life.
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3. Alexander Chow,
Chinese Public Theology:
Generational Shifts and
Confucian Imagination in
Chinese Christianity (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2018),
101 - 3.
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Abstract:
development of James W. Sire’s understanding
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This article traces the
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of worldview—from an emphasis on rational
propositions to a fuller account centered on the
heart, fundamental orientation, commitment,
narrative, and lived practice. The author argues
that this shift creates greater possibilities for
dialogue with East Asian cultures and offers
important insights for developing a Chinese
Christian worldview marked by both depth of
faith and whole-person formation.
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Abstract: Drawing on the experience of
the early disciples, who moved from expecting

.
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committing themselves to the mission of the
kingdom of God, this article examines the
transformation of worldview brought about by
Christian faith. Believers today likewise need to
have their vision continually renewed through
the Holy Spirit’s illumination of God’s Word, so
that they may understand the world, the church,
and their own mission from the perspective of

Jesus to “restore the kingdom to Israel” to God's kingdom.
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Abstract: This article affirms the
eschatological hope, ecclesiology, and tradition
of costly faithfulness forged among house

.

churches in China through suffering. At the
same time, it uses Bonhoeffer’s distinction
between the “ultimate” and the “penultimate”
as a framework for examining potential
imbalances in house-church theology and
practice. The author calls the church to uphold
the lordship of Christ and the heart of the gospel
while also honoring the full range of God-given
responsibilities in family, work, public life, and
the church, so that eschatological hope may

truly illuminate life in the here and now.
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Abstract: To mark the publication of the 100th issue of Blessings Magazine, this special feature
brings together words of blessing, encouragement, and reflection from contributors and friends from
different fields, bearing shared witness to God’s grace throughout the magazine’s journey.
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Abstract: This article introduces the
theology of art developed by Japanese American

.

artist Makoto Fujimura, focusing on his ideas
of the “theology of making,” “slow art,” and
“culture care.” Through the aesthetics of
Nihonga and kintsugi, Fujimura interprets the
gospel as a call to participate in God’s creative
work. He proposes beauty in place of culture
war, rest in response to anxiety, and restoration
in the midst of brokenness. The article further
considers the implications of his thought for
Chinese churches, cultural mission, ministry
among younger generations, and missionary
practice, calling the church to bear an integrated

J

witness to truth, goodness, and beauty.
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Abstract: Christ’s atoning work on the
cross has not only an objective, substitutionary

.

efficacy but also the subjective power to renew
the human heart. This first article argues that
atonement should not be understood only
in terms of forgiveness and reconciliation.
Through the cross, the Holy Spirit moves and
transforms sinners, enabling them to perceive
God’s love, justice, and wisdom. In repentance,
they are united with Christ, begin to imitate
him, and enter the process of new life and new
creation.
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Abstract: Contemporary religious
conflicts arise not only from doctrinal

differences but are also deeply entangled with

political interests, group identity, and human
sinfulness. This article argues that religion
readily becomes an instrument of conflict when
people absolutize their limited theological
interpretations and, under the distortion of sin,
sanctify the interests, fears, and emotions of
their own group. The author emphasizes that
acknowledging human limitation does not
require denying the reality of truth. Mature faith
holds firmly to truth while remaining marked by
humility, repentance, spiritual discernment, and
love.
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Abstract: This article reflects on the
conference “Chinese Christian Scholarship and

the Church in Global Perspective” and considers
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the questions of language, identity, and mission
involved in Chinese-speaking Christianity. The
gathering not only fostered dialogue among
theological scholarship, education, and pastoral
ministry but also highlighted the emergence of a
new generation of Chinese-language theological
scholars. The words “No longer alone” capture
the hope of those engaged in Chinese-language
theology as they find one another, form
relationships, and move forward together.
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Abstract: The 2026 Blessings Foundation
Family Retreat was held in Southern California
around the theme “Living Out Our Identity as
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Children of God.” Through biblical messages,

devotional reflections, testimonies, personal
sharing, and prayer, participants reconsidered
what it means to live as God’s children and as
disciples of Christ. As seminary students shared
openly about their circumstances and struggles,
they received comfort, encouragement,
and strength through mutual prayer and
companionship.
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